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DRAFTED BY EA/IMS:ECINGRAHAM:LGR 
APPROVED BY EA/IMS: EDWARD C. INGRAHAM 
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R 090038Z OCT 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 251597 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SN, US 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE'S CALL ON ACTING 
SECRETARY 

1 . AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE COOMARASWAMY MADE CUSTOMARY 
COURTESY CALL ON ACTING SECRETARY ROBINSON MORNING OF 
OCTOBER 8 TO PRESENT COPIES OF CREDENTIALS. 

2. IN ENSUING CONVERSATION. COOMARASWAMY BRIEFLY DESCRIBED 
STATUS OF INSURGENCY (A PROBLEM BUT A MANAGEABLE ONE SO LONG 
AS INSURGENTS DO NOT RECEIVE ARMS FROM OUTSIDE), THE COUP 

IN THAILAND (COULD BRING IN A GOVERNMENT MORE CAUTIOUS IN 
ITS DEALINGS WITH INDOCHINA STATES). AND STATUS OF ASEAN 
(PROGRESSING). 

3. ACTING SECRETARY RAISED SUBJECT OF VIETNAMESE "BOAT 
CAST" REFUGEES ARRIVING IN SINGAPORE AND OTHER SEA COUNTRIES 
BY SEA. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT OUR GOVERNMENTS COULD 
COOPERATE IN SEEKING HUMANE SOLUTION WHICH WOULD PROVIDE 
TEMPORARY HAVEN WHILE ONGOING ARRANGEMENTS WERE BEING WORKED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 251597 

OUT FOR REFUGEES. AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE COMMENTED THAT 
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SINGAPORE HAD SPECIAL PROBLEM IN THIS REGARD BECAUSE OF ITS 
OWN POPULATION PRESSURE. GOS FEARED THAT IF IT TOOK IN 
REFUGEES, IT COULD BE SADDLED WITH THEM INDEFINITELY. 

ACTING SECRETARY REPLIED THAT WE DID INDEED UNDERSTAND 
SINGAPORE'S PROBLEM, AND THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF SUCH 
PROBLEMS THAT WE WERE SEEKING SOLUTION THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
ACTION. ROBINSON 
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ORIGIN ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /003 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:D/HA:HHEILSNIS:LGS 
APPROVED BY:D/HA/ORM:JLCARLIN 

036322 

R 122038Z OCT 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA 3647 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 251597 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 251597 ACTION SINGAPORE DTD 09 OCT 76. 


QTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 251597 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SN, US 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE'S CALL ON ACTING 
SECRETARY 

1 . AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE COMARASWAMY MADE COSTUMARY 
COURTESY CALL ON ACTING SECRETARY ROBINSON MORNING OF 
OCTOBER 8 TO PRESENT COPIES OF CREDENTIALS. 

2. IN ENSUING CONVERSATION, COOMARSWAMY BRIEFLY DESCRIBED 
STATUS OF INSURGENCY (A PROBLEM BUT A MANAGEABLE ONE SO LONG 
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AS INSURGENTS DO NOT RECEIVE ARMS FROM OUTSIDE), THE COUP 
IN THAILAND (COULD BRING IN A GOVERNMENT MORE CAUTIOUS IN 
ITS DEALINGS WITH INDOCHINA STATES ), AND STATUS OF ASEAN 
(PROGRESSING). 

3. ACTING SECRETARY RAISED SUBJECT OF VIETNAMESE "BOAT 
CAST" REFUGEES ARRIVING IN SINGAPORE AND OTHER SEA COUNTRIES 
BY SEA. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT OUR GOVERNMENTS COULD 
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COOPERATE IN SEEKING HUMANE SOLUTION WHICH WOULD PROVIDE 
TEMPORARY HAVEN WHILE ONGOING ARRANGEMENTS WERE BEING WORKED 
OUT FOR REFUGEES. AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE COMMENTED THAT 
SINGAPORE HAD SPECIAL PROBLEM IN THIS REGARD BECAUSE OF ITS 
OWN POPULATION PRESSURE. GOS FEARED THAT IF IT TOOK IN 
REFUGEES, IT COULD BE SADDLED WITH THEM INDEFINITELY. 

ACTING SECRETARY REPLIED THAT WE DID INDEED UNDERSTAND 
SINGAPORE'S PROBLEM, AND THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF SUCH 
PROBLEMS THAT WE WERE SEEKING SOLUTION THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
ACTION. ROBINSON 
UNQTE: KISSINGER 
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